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The History of the
Famoua Sierra Madre Villa Hotel,
by Wm. Lauren‘Rhoadas,

son of the propristor Wm. Porter Rhoades.

I have been requested many times tojwrite the true history
of the Sierra Madre Villa Hotel, one of ths mcat femous hotels in the
State of California, its fame reached arourd the world as famous pso-
ple gathered under its hospitable roof in the early days of Califoraia
cnd sproad the reputation of its fine cuisine snd the vesguti ful
grounds with the oranre, lime and lemon tress and deliciocus Rrapes.
Those thinzs found their wsj'into the marketa both in this country
and éb:oad. Then theres was the vie@ of the San Gabriel Valley, not
surpasced by any other view of this famous valle; aith i{ts oreance
Rroves, groal vineyasrde and pustures witn large nerds of cattle &nd
vands of thousanda of hesad of sheep, &nd in the distance loomed up
tro majestic 3ierra Madre Mountains and 014 Beldy with its snow cap
and Zifty wmiles away lay the bdbroad Pacifiq Ocean and.Catalina Island
plainly seen by the naked eye.

Such were the surroundines of this beauti ful spot nmestled
clogce to the Sierra Madre Mountsins and I will try to Rive an actual

acocant of the 1ife of thosa sarly days and . hotdit RTGW’tO become 80

woll{%&q*n. . ..
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In the yeoar 1874 théro lived in the village of Skarnoatolea,
Bow Yorx State, o family by'tho name of Willfam Porter Rhoados, his
wifo, Jennia, and one daurhter, Emma Isabolla, oged six and a baby,
»illiem Lauren, azed three. One ovening lr. Thoadea told his wiTe
2o wanted to go to Califorhia éndtenter'into Bome mercantile businsas.
Lo sooner suggested thean if.was fulfilloed. ’

Then bsgen a ten déy Journey across the continsnt, with its
chanzes and e6very one éarricd their lunch baskets fearing tne delay
¢f the train to reach the e8tlne stations, and this often happo nsd
sonotimss 8ix to ten hours late. The pullmun sleepers were a nighte
mare compared with todaj's, Sut after ten days we rolled into Oak-
isnd and went to thse Grand dotel, the Palwmoe wasg juat'being built.,
A Tew days delay and we boarﬂéd the gteamer Qgean,‘thed an 0ld ship,

tut she 18 8till aflost on the coast Wise Prads.
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The morninz of the third day out of San Franciaco'we anchor-
cd in the Wilmington narbor and were lightered to a small dOu{ 88 the
snip nould not coms to the dook. Then the San Pedro train to Los
Llpozelos was boerded ard the fingl-lap 6f the Journay was completed
end we Tound ourselves 3. nralf;o; House, as it wag cealled. Los
Angeles was Tilled with puabloé.' The hotel was located on the Plaza,
wnore it stands today, known now as the Internstionel Hotel. '‘hera
wers eight thousand inhaﬁitants, 8ix theushnd Mexicans and two thon-
gand Americana. The business psrt of the town consisted of woodan
sidowalks, muddy streats, adobes and posasibly a few brick buildirgs.
Firast 3troet was the end of the business seoction and the beat resi -
dencos écre located on Bunker Hill &nd Fort Hill, at the end of

whatrtsﬁaow Broadway. Chinatown was ons lively gpot, for hoere the

¢

rano&ors&wero gathering their farm hands and takinm them to the



4¢G.  Suoh werdo the sights that wa found.

'uy father soon r'uliﬁod thet nexr¢ wes no plecces to cpun &
morocalile gonersl sloro, so ho turmod hia ctteantion to the Truit
bucinsss and bogen drijiéé into the San Gadriel Velley to look at
irarnches. Hy moﬁhef would aoccompany him with us'ohildren. hey -f}
wire impressed with the beautiss of tha Valley aLﬁ the #ine plaoca.
, but it was & difflcul undé artak;na to ca]aot 8
Spot thérs was so muok wild OOuntrv'and waler was w question that
w&s of grest importance. This scemed Yo be plentiful in the oenter;?

of the valley where artissn wells wére evailable, but along the
Tcotzills water was scarog.
Father mot Phineas Banni nz. He had s band of twaﬁty

tbousané sheep runnicz in the valley where Pesadens standa and o
P : 3
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lov of shoep ard goats on the Catalina Islands. He wighod Tethar L.
to gc in%vo the aheap.bubim@ 23 with nim, but ¥ather told him the

wiére <nough mutton heade in the Tamily without buying more. “han

ke met ﬁr. L. J. Ross, who owned oms of the fincst placee {n the
Valley and he told FPather that he ocould not raise cirtus fruita

of the TYoothills, it was too high. Ho had ol earcd on ris place

the yoar before two hundred thousand dollare. He had & fim winery
4né grapss, orances, lemons, a fine‘raoing gtables. All thaaa-thinéa
urged my fathsr to go into ranching end so it happaned one day he

was token up to see the Villa property. ;It waB8 & long fiftecn miles
over o occantry road from Los Angeles and' a long pull up the grade
onto thd megsa throwgh the greuwse-wood or chaparrel as it {8 known’

highor then your heed and co thiok a Jeck rabbit could not get

through 1%, but &t last thoy reached the apot the real estate son

.Li?how Father. .Horo was a.olosring owned by a man. by tho
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ramo of Devis. Heo'en his wi with aﬁ’adortcd dauyghter, had ccmo
Yor his heelth from ””JBuChUSU t8 &na he aabtlud thore snd was Jjus®
soretching out a 11ving from the placa." i“i, , .

From this vantage spot fifteen bundf@d?foat above B8e&a lovael
Fether got his first gliﬁpse'of what he_later'qute to hig sisters
srd s6id was going to be the most beautiful spot in Southérn Calif=-
oruia. The immediate SurroundinQS'ware all sage brush and chaparfal,
end the distant vgllay,’with ita ofanga 2roves and vineyerds, were
surrourded by the ﬁountains,,ﬁith é view of the Pacifio Oocemn which
ceptivate¢d him. Three quarters of a miie bghigd this mesa were the
Siarre Msdre mountsins. | . 4

That view was &1l Pather had to see, he was sold. -Th&'fml-
lowing day he brougﬁt Kother ou to msee the find‘he nad made, and she
wes8 &8 enthusiastic as he was. Ths quostion of'water for the placs
ves easily settled aé vr. Davis owned tha:entir w&altar riehts in the
canyon, back of his place, & flow of three thousand mirera inchos.
Ho 80ld helf to my father for five thousend dollars. They simply
put & box four feaet square in the bagin whsre the water fell over
the falls &nd. ran into'é wooéen flume withla division in the center

Lt

of the "box, 80 one half weat intc our.flume end the-otner half in - :
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Then the property'wéa selected consisting of the five
points along the mesa w;th tho background to Dévia line and the
lower strip 1euding tqiéhe Foothill Bouleverd, then & county road.
My grdndfather, Williém Cogowall, thoe noted artist, went in with
Ly father in this venturo. They peid soventeen dollars per aora

for tho land cn the moaa and five dollars for the lower land, and

nod fiy Vi hurdred aores ‘in all. ._ ‘}
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=t move waas to grub cvery foot of tho land that waz
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to ba plantod.. It wa3 oovored with chaparrel, or gressewood s the
patives esalled it. This grew a little higher than o man's head on

o slonder dbranoch orlstalkithat grows from a root a little largoer tha
& large potato. This_?oot'makﬁs the fincet of fire wood. IV is

about oix inches in the ground snd is grubbed out with a machetl.

1

Phe atdlk is cut off and I recall a pile of these rocts in the back
yaerd fully fiftesn to twenty feet high and two hundred feel lonz
by Tifty wide. This pile lasted us for ysurs.

To soccmplieh the erudbing of the place, rather got what

was xnown &3 & boss Chineman. He gsthered the rest. Fatusr hud

e

shout seventy-five Chinamen who cams out there to work wnd the
brousnt their own éampinz'outflt. They p&ild the meﬁ'ona dollar psr
day and found. Their work was very satiafaeto 77, Father bourht a
Yocm of horses arnd iumber wagon to haul supplies from San Gebriel
"staetion oa the Southern radific Lailroad.five miles from the Villa.
Hothéfﬂpook me out one day with Fathef.l o hed bourht o double
seaﬁqd;spring WERON which ﬁaa‘Qery qomfortabie. Thiéjday while
Father was superintandingvfhe'buréing of f my Mothsr wander.ed up

the only road leading through‘the%ﬁlaoe when suddsnly she saw the
fire had gotten sway from the meg and wag racinz aorosa‘&he road,
our only way of esospe. It aaé impossiblo to get through the bdbrush.
She bsgen to run with me for the opening some of the men had seen
her walking up the road énd rgn to tsll my rather we wers surrounded

by the fire. Father took the/team and drove up the road and found .

us, Yother adbout collapséd in;theffoad. Ho got us into the wagon

el drove ws out juat in time. Mother nsver d1d get over that

-
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Tha oloaring for the hcuso and out-dbuildings was fi1ut aad
goon the buildinz of the homs Yegan. MNother drew the plana end wo
hired a carpentsr and his foroc who also boarded on tha place, liva

inz in tents to build the- bcusu. "I might add that thae original house

>

is stlll stending. -
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'ha followiné déys ware bﬁsy ones. The orange, lemon and
lims crahards wers planted as well as a large vinsyard with grapea'
10r 1hé table and wine Rrépes wer o also ol wut durine these days.
Y ¥other was busy'planninn and p}subiup the Rerdens and lawus, put-
ttas in the ornamental treas,_aix of which 8re stil] standirz, two

.

now fully-thres faat in ﬁjqreter &rd when she sst theom
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out they wsre juset ths 8lze of s pencil, Ewo horth Fork Islard pirs s

cleoss by &and iwo -Maenolise tress. S‘e WBE 8 great lover of roses and

-nad fine beds. The lawng wers largs wnd surrounded with rRravel walka.

[

the veranda you Xed dirsctly down between the rows of orarnge

[

trosa,-four rows had been laft out 30 thers was &8 clear view of U he
valley and the odéan, 8 ﬁs&ufiful Bight.

| the furnishing of a,étaff of servants for the house was up
16 my mother. #e got g Chinsman by uLG 0sme of Sue Chung, he waa_@ith
ue for years,: nd I hav G hi8;nama alona with several Oth=rs o7 our old

Servanis in my sutorreph slbum and ] would not give up their autceraphna

+
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&ll the movie-stars in Hollywood,tﬁfittan in Chinese snd a Rréat-

insg with eaoch one. One boy Sap, Mother got for & house boy. Hs wasg

n

only thirtesn years old. His duties weres to do ths housework, make

the beds, sweep and anawerfﬂhp door bell, which was a joke in those
.6&rly days. ¥hile we had one of'thosa 0ld Zind of door bells that you
chewﬁaroqnd to make it ring; it 13 8t1ll on the door, the gractingal

one: gaveﬁdn those days ware a chcorful "Hello, anyone home ? ™



gell, c=d know how to harndle the mon ond how to care Lor tne treoa
ced what ho said wae low. This day ho gokod Fathor for soma luzbver,
ho wanted to fix up the house. LMy.father was busy and told him to
toko what he wonted from & lumber yard where sll kinds cculd be
found. Imogine Father's surprise a few‘daya later wheén he want

up 1o sce what ho had usesd so mwuch lumber for, to find 1n each
Yed-room bunks built up to the ceiling, four tiers hizh. 4All
sround ths room furniture was removed and all wooden bvencnes 1in-
gtslled. Ah Est explainsd Chins boy he no like sitty in chelr

or sleepy on bed, bsnch he muah'mnra like. If you visited the
houss at quiting time as the men csme home you would find a long
wooden bench in ths bhackyerd occupisd by the Chinemdn, each with

!5 individual feoottud, & smell woodon tub large sncugh for both

Y

vy

¢ot. They wore cloths wrappsd arcund their feet and nigh knee
voots, but sach man washed his Test at might, then he chanzed his
clqﬁhaa snd when he entered the dining room hs was sorupulously
clsan and each one had his own nail to hanz his tub snd towels

on at the back of the houss. It was the sanbition of my 1ife to
loarn to eat rice with s pair of chop sticks snd while they rave
e meny lesasons I nevaer mastered the art.

Sundays andlevemin;s you wculd find them &ll around the
table plsying fanten and keeping count on a frame with brass rods
the sizs of a pencil running inside the frame and on aaoh.rod w&8
& number of rcund disks, thess were s8lid up and dowa thé rods as
they lay flat on the tabls to keep tab on.

All the ranches ambloyod the Chinaman, whils somé had
Héii&%pﬁ ‘and Father triod thomibr a short time. Mother was study-
1n;¥§§gnish so Father would have to lipe the men up in the morning

ond got Mother to tell them whal thoy were 1o do, but this only
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and during tho triual wo ctil) hold on Lo inho

4.

4 social 1ife was uninown O the satilers of these daya.

mpe Temilies would exchanse cells 8 fow Yimes a youT. ¥othner had
o scddle horss and she rodd with & riding habit and tall 2ilk hat.
"hors were notning but the fsmck rebbits and coyoles to 860 her,

4 « A 5

save a p&ssing neiphtor on +he rToad, but sho rods that way in

411 ithe women rode

e

Centrel P&TFK, h8w YOrs&, 8¢ why oot outl nsre:
s'do ssddles, and thet was thé way'they rede their culls, men and
wozsn on horseback mostly. I well recall how Nothéer ﬁould taka
w5 cn her 1ap snd it was Lrnere T leernad to ride.

Then there ware the days vother or Fathsr would have 10

20 to town for asupplles. This was & long day @8 11 was thirty miles

o
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reant trip, snd the road 1 dowa throash whetl 18 no% Pasadens,

then had just bsen nemed the Indiansg Colony. Thers wseré only &
¢ovw soattered farms, largs nerds of cattle and sheep rosmed the

43
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nillsides &nd v
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Trhe road Lo Los Anveles wes what is now called Colorsdo
Strest, up lo Oranve srove and down 10 Jonnnises' Gardens, now Syca-
rores arove. Heras Tonnn_,r hao a dance hsll and saloon where the 8neep-
herdsrs, cattlemen &nd cowboys conrresataed on Sundays. Il was & quist
Sunday if there was not & shooting affasir or two. A cock fight was
glways on the prozrsm ard the bettinz often ran high.

4 little Tarther on you ceme to the ford of the Los Angeles

River and this was nol pagsable unless the river %as raaaonably low,

T

so'uusn thers was any doubt we Took whaet was known as the mlddle
road.&gr what is now Miseion Roead. This led through Alhambdbrae, and

to t,ke this road we went down what is today Falr Osks, then a ferm-

L _):.&'_,r

ing district. .
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Thig road had lots of adobo spotes and some bad holoo wnere
you sank to the hubs. I rgcali orzo golting stuck anc Mother and I
had to azané up in the bufry and céll and wave to o man plowing on
the distant hill. He saﬁ gs'ahd'fealizinq our trouble came down with

his tesm &né pulled us out. Over this road we crosscd the river at

3 o

sacy 'Stroet on ﬁhat wefcalled thq”covered bridgae, & lgnz brides ’
end quite dark esnmscially lepglin the evening und Nother was al-‘
ways afreic to ?o‘thrcugh'}t. vou s6g¢ {n thees Jdays Ln=ra wsra
cattlse rustiorsswho lived in the mountains back of Santa Mornica
end they often raided thse cuteide fsrns, drove off the cattls and
they were a8 deswversate gane of outlaws and 1t wus considsrsd impos-
sitle to 2et iatc.iheir stronazholds.

This drive to town'was;often made Dy my Mother, &and 8%@

always took ms fer-compeny. One nignt &8 we were comink slong &t

(¢

dusz sast of Pasadena, we discovered thros coyotes followins us.
One wag an sxtira big fellow arnd while they wars seldom known to
attsck 8 person when they 2ot huﬁzry, they would sttack a horse or'
cattlse. this scarsd ¥otvher and we whipped uplold :érome, the horse,
obut could not shake off the coyotes. I well recall how scared we
wW6TI & fill ﬁe resached the arroyo, now ceilsa saton's sash, end hers
we s8truck the rivar which was about two hundred feet wide and -
ning pretty full. we drove in the ford and when we rvached the op-
posite bank we wers relisved to find the éoyotes had stopped on
the other side. That scared Mothsr so Father got ﬁar a pistol to
carry when she drove to town.

Another interestirng poiht in those days was that tarantulas

s M _

b Jl £ ‘ ®
were' yary thick on the old Mission Road thraugh Alhemdra as the adobe
) .

wes the best ground for their nssts. We had brought with us a low

pheeton and Wather was alwave afrsid to drive this, fearing a
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ould juap into ithe bottom &g you ocould drive slonz wnd

0.

gee thom 21l 2lonz thy woad.
So the naxt two ycars rolled arourd wnd the ranch wes show-

ing the workx. The orange trces woere growing, also the cther citrus

Trait aod thinrs looked pfomisiru. Then an important ovent hagppen-

¢d -- ny brothor camse into the world, and in duo timo tho'oountry

gide atlondod the christening at the Episcopal Church of the 3avior

in 3an Gabriel whare Dean True officlated. We &all saitecded church

thers, 1t beinz fhé only Episcopai Church near by. The baby was

enristined Fredsriok Con*%sll‘and'then Sam, the house boy, wee made

heppy whéen he caald whoel the baby about or play with hm. <vhe

Chinemen adore & boy baby and Sem was very proud of this'béby.
Another year rolled 5y and the firest crcp of oranges werae

ehipped tc the San rranoisco marketl, whnére & good price was realized.

Yeosrs leter it was a srand sizht to see the golden Truit beineg packaed,

greet piles of it werc on the floor of the big barn, here the China-

men would stand at long benches and pack the oraneeés; then otiers

would ﬁail up the ocases and aténoil them "Sisrrs Madre Villa, San

Gabrisl, Califormnis.” Than four horss teams with two big wagons

would haul them to Sen Gabriel where they went to the EFastern mer-,

keta and rot the highest pric&s. A few years sago I read in the

Los Anzeles Herald ocolumn of Fifty Years Ago that "W. P. Rhosados

of 8ierrs Madre Villa Jjust received -his returns on a shipmént of

two hundred thoussnd limes sent to the Sen Francisco market wher o

ho got two caenta apiece for them." In those days oranges werae Just

padtod into the boxes, not wrapped ror graded, and the ‘cases warse

wooden
y

gidilar to those used now.
k.
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Jow we had beon on the plets throo Jears aad win Ly Tatnor
Lol mothor wero feeling tho loss of ths Soclal 1ifo and fricnd

Led elways known, the locsl PGople had all boan ind, callirz end vig-
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¥, but the socisl 1life was a thing that was net cultivatod. Zvery

OLS W28 btusy with thoir Intoeresis. Pcsadone weas Just veginninz to
£50% 1ife clong this line; schools wers sterted, then a cruroh, and
t,nn'*'e =83 8 2rowth in the developmeat of the town. ¥othsr would ri{da
Lorse beck all over the Valley a:d I was taken 8l ong, sitiia: in hor
lap. Father was bﬁsy on the ranch and so lirfse pagsed, then came the
Tirst break.

Ozne day our femily doctor brouaht up a rentleman and hig
“if¢ and & smell boy my age, & Mr. snd Mrs. F. J. Crank and son,

AiTeért. They nad baen Spending the past year in Los Angoeles living
in ths hotels am ware tired of "the accom}nodatiom. Thoy hed coma
Trom Denver Tor his wi fe's neelth snd our dootor attended them.
Thcy’ had decidoed to return to Denver when the dootor told them he

kpew & Tamily who wers vary lonesome in ths caniry he thoueght. s0

the dootor brou rht them out to ses If we could arrangs to have them
live with us through the #inter and 1t would bs compeny for us &ll.
So 1t was that they were the first guagts at the Villa.

Yr. Crank was & men of msans and influence. He soon pot the ranch
Tevor and wanted to make the ir home hera. So in due timo he pur-
chased fifteen hund red 8cres in Altadena, nerth of fashi ngton
Street nesr Eaton Canyon, and bullt & nioe hLome. while they werse
at ths Villa, hie bmther-in-law, Mr. Bridp_iin’ and his wife came
oui o the wost. They too 1ived with ual. They were from our old
hon¢ in New York. A1l this made 1t much more pl@as&i'xt for my

] '
and it was at this stago that Log Anzeles business poople

L 9Tk
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gd Fother's frionis porsusdod him to Place an 2ddition of twonty
roczs on tho 0ld home to teoommodate visitors and the touriostis who
were floexing into the country. Ve had bullt an additi on of & bix
room for & music room &ng & place for our billiard tabie ebout
thirty feot from the oririnal home, connecoted with & covared paBsa-~
62¢. +This was a larpge room withbgbhiz fireplacs and to it was added
the lwenty rooms spd the lorm.var:.a'nda ¢nclosed 1n »lsszs, ™-a ff?‘i'ﬁﬁ«

LE up the pressnt rosd towards the mounteains, then turmed dus

.Yy

ey C&

i‘)

688l for sbout five hundrad Faet up 10 the west 8ids of the crivwinel
rome end the lowdinaz platform and b]ook YO mcunt suddle horses wag

iccated there, then the rosd wanl und ér the pagsare and up to the

Llebles.,

There was s bridee ecrosas the ravim am & Troge bower ovar
inie bridaze covered 1t wi th roéga énd the drive.up 10 the house wasg
iined with roases and averareen tross. The lawnn were cover d with
floasr'beds &nd rare bushes. Thefa_was & fTouatsin in the conter of
the lawn which is 8till there. “

The cornerstonss on which ﬁhﬁ ,success 0Tr the Ville was
tulilt ernd {ts fame 8spreaad around the world, wers theags: first .
rospitalitvy, seécond, the view and lecation inm the famms 3sn

aoriel Valley, third, tne world-wide travelsrs and famous men
ard women of rnote in history, literature, ard finanoial world
who made the Villa their rathering place

Its fame for hospitality was duse to my‘Father'e genisl
and cheerful disposition, always oourtaous and kind, & fins mixor
emong these who came to spend & day or several momths, It was said

when hd:dfed he was a man without an ¢nemy and & host of friends in

all walkﬂ?%f life. He was a good provider, the table was noted for
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ive Tin¢ fo0ds, woll propsrcd cnd plonty of it, for poople in thoso
GoYy9 lmcw how to oxcroize.and cnjoy the rocd thinga of 1ifa. fThen
ihero woes thy pocisl aido of 1ife where tho Villa boosme known sz a
centor for dinners, danocing partics, musicals &rd Bpeoial gathoringas.
¥uny people hod their frionds cut from the Gust end thoy would drive

o

g ]

for the day or waeok and show tﬁe valley with its Iinteresting ,
Sirhts to the tourist. o | |

So it was that the hospitality of the Villa beocame wide
spread, and the ldcation énce geen could nct be foreotten. fThere
%were drives through ths valley, mountain trails for horse-back rid-

anl the hikers. There wore ¢ hs rabbit drives and the Zzue sts

{4
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weald jolo with the velley folks in a big ﬁriYe spreading out over
the country side ard run thousands of raebbits into snclosures built
Tor the purposs whqra'thay.worelkiilad. This was D cessary as tha
rebbits would destroy a wholanvifnyard in & few days that had taken
men , money snd time to get mtarted.

Many of the zussts hed thsir own herses, burgies end
ésch mornirk you would find a party preparine for a drive or ride
intc the surrmundiaog carntry, herse-baok riding wes one of the prin-
¢ipe. enjloyments of bdth sexes.:iThen there were the hunting pertias
who would ao for a weekbback into the mountel ns for deer and bears,
up the old #ilson trail into Pine Valley and ﬁhe ranges back of 014
Baldy where fins fishinz slso was en joyed. Hear by were plenty
of rabbits, quail, dove Bhoofing; and the hunters world often go

out &nd bag enocugh geme to supply the wholé house. Then there

wéT e wild cats, coyotes end wie oculd get a mountain lion in tha




conyons baok of thd villa se thoy roocmod about looking for & BLYLY
norcd Or oow, OF pessibly @ choep. Many & morning you would bLe¢ up

y and hoar Wi Wiqibton calling hig paock of nhounds with oa o0ld

’)
)._.J

cow horn ard start from nis valley home, now the Onk Knoll distriot,
scok into tha woods to gat & yild cat or lion.

#hilo the xuesils who 1oved octivity were thus indulelirg,
«reys wara the elderly £olks to bae found on &an aftvernoon sittinz on
theé lawns under the treas oOF in groups urder tho ntaehly colored
Japanseeé umbrellas‘and awires, reading snd chatting. mhesa soclsal
¢yroups chowed thé dalight;sxperienoad by the suesals.

ﬁow tha last odut no% the lesst reason why the fume of
<hs Villa was epresd 80 wida.from the days wren 1t was only & moBa
covered with chaparral, fifteon rundresd feet above the shimneringz
Tacific Cosen OL thp mountein sidc? B the Taot tnaetl men of disg-
tinetion end Tamous Wwkel sound it out emd flocked to ft, Lhisg
¢rigndly nomd for tne touriete in the Villey of Sen Jabriel, and
nere thoy could minele with, puopla of their own cluss &nd welk ino
11fa, rTub snoulders with tha ‘finest oraiua in the world, he moBY
Giztineguished musicians am. writers and the wealthieatl vankers of
trarice &nd Eur&bé.

48 the word got gbout in the les dinpg clubs and resorts
ip Americs, so it gproad 1o surope that 10 visit Sauthern Califo m isa
end not go to the Slerra yaedre Vills wes not geeing California. 56
{¢ cems aboat thal people worth while gathered at tha portals of
<he Villa to spend @& few weeks or the enti re w;nter, an joyirg the
society of ths gue sts qnd the climate snd surroundirge, and thay

ﬁl“&gﬂ returned snd 80 1t pot to be & habit to spend the winters

araﬁp the orange groves of the 3an Gabriel Velley and sojourn at

s _,M‘,ﬂ
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the Villa. LAoong those whon ocno would mcot of note wore uenoral
Grant and his fexily, Mr. Thomcs, tho famous vand ragtor o Chicago,

r. Jacobs, ths oil basfnato, C. P, Huntington, A. N. Town, tho
Crooker Tamily of Sen Franoigoo, thoe Mark Hopikins, &nd tho leading
Tinencial mon of New York City, Boston and'Philadelphia, &nd many
of thw losding Europcan statesmon and mmbers of the ruling families
of Toreign coantries.

One interesting ruest was Holen Hunt vBCkB8an. She apent
somoe time whila thers gathering met eri al for her "Resmona."

Amone the o0ld rsnches and old Spanish grents there was a
rich Tie¢ld for larrs loans on 20cd sacurities and hiph imerest
whilen attracted pany Hastern ﬁé wall &8 Luropoen financiers, end
they all stoppsd at the Villa.‘jTha mén from Zurcpe brought thelir
femilies, somatites thres or féur chd ldren, and some their tin
bath tubs, all encaesed in & bigz laatrsr vox. This wes & scurce
of ereat excitement when unlosded, but, as {1 haopened, thers Qas
no use for it 88 tne rooms many of them were equipped with bathe.
These families returncd yesr efter year to attend to the loeans maedae
here for ths Bank of ingland snd other financialAinstitutions in
surope. Then the Zastern people who re turned yesr after yé&ar mada
it like 8 biz femily rethsring for ths holidays &t a cwmntry home,
ard 80 it became the meeting plece of people from both sides of the
world.

dhen Christmas timeé r0lled er aand the réal fan bogan.

I w111 describe & typioal Chris tmas day in the late seventies.
Tho dey bofore Chiiatmas wes oms of'oxoitanﬁnt for all were pro-
pagﬁgggtha gifts, Bomo drivine into Los Ankeles, a thirty mile

i

dri}p%}%o get the last few gifts naeded ard to shop for all tha



2ot and ozly ctcad two QY oo Lheroo, two book ctorcs 2l o i e
rmo wlcess o purchuoce dut that omco 14 11 tho moz¢ owxmoitirg. DThow
vos o teoco %o cit uwp fully =intoan fcat high, that weo thy Doight of
sxo coiling, cad o cprocd of bronchos {n propoxtion. Thén tho triz-
wings, popping tho sorm cnd putting on tha cornuoopiss, hanginz tho

4

{ day the Chinoco boy, 3&m,

O

iz opd thd cngol on tho top. Fh

- e

zelo mystorious trips to Mother's room with pockogoes oomingz fron the

corvanto and Chinoce on tho rench . |
Chriotras morning wes &lwlys 4rho opening of cn evantful

Eeyes 4 woll rocall Christmco of 1878. Aftor broskfest I wso token

co% to tho front of ths hould ond thore stood ny éonkoy, which wao
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2o yeera before to ride end I ncmed her sfter my MHothsrT

sennio, cnd thorae sho Wacs hitched wo %o & TwC whoolod cart mmdo to

"U

o

oréor with o owoell Joathar goat, the rupaing gear woa palnted rod

cpd tha vody black, the harncua wob blook: with shining bress buokles.
The gueots all stocd voupd onjoying my delight. I took Mother in at
oneo and WO dreve off in styls and meny wWora the happy dayas I had
h the omildron ot ths villo in that turncat.
Chrigstmes morning ths occch that ren to tha 3an Gabriel
Scathorn Pooifio Bailrond Ststion dodly for the mail senéd puosonzdrs,
wos roady to tokoe oay who migat wish %o go to'tha Rpiscopal Church

in Sca Goabriel, oo W3 tho eustom on Suxlcys. Thon the doy posaocd

cnd oll were in readiness for the g oevent in tho evening with the

2

Carictecoas troo.

Aftor &inner we gatbered in tho par lor whare the troo waod
clronldy lightod with oendloo, a womdorful sight. Thon there wao &
Jlull in tho convoroation as feot sould bo noard traemping down tha lea

.,:r R

p:uph ol tho door oponad end in marchod o long line of Chinomad,

E )p.#',«
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neadcd by Lh But, thae teasd Chinoman on tha rench. Theére was An Loe,
Yho leundry msn ang nis nelpers, Son Fuey, the cook and his &assi{stanta,

Sam the houss boy, and the boys who &ttendad ths rooms, wailtera and oll

*
o
Cr

Tarm hands. Quite an érray, and all werae drossad ig dir fin-
¢35t 8ilks. Ah Zat wag always arrayed . when he came to aes f&tner on
ranch busiress al nleht, in a ecresous sily .8cxet with flowing panta-
lcons 8rd hendsome smbroidersd Slippers, ailk stockinps into which wers
tuckod the bottom 07 the panté{ nnd 8o he wes attirsd this night. 411
had their hsads freshly.shavedlwifﬁ thelir cues hanging down their backs
%#ita réd ribbens braided into thelr huir. They mude a fine plcturs
88 lhey flled into thre room and l1ined un saainst the wall, standing
tn8re wszinz at the Americen man's cele*mtion.

Then An BEsat stepped ocut angd t6dressed the 8zembly with
#0rds about like thig: "Ch?na boy muen likey ccme bossy man party
6nd g66 his Trisnds and oretty tree and Cring boy he likey eive to
acssy(mun and Tfriendis soms Chlismas t00." Then hs would 88y &8o0meé-
tin2 in Chiness to the me n and_aevsral Blepped up tc the billiard
tevle and opsned up their wifts, boxes &nd packapas‘of 8weat liohi
vuts, Cnlnees vingsr ang dainty cakes, all in fancy packawes und
Bpresd out 1o eat, looking vary temptinze. The Ruests wera delighteﬁ
by now with the show. It sure was an 6ye openosr to the lastern peo -
ple but 8 custom followed for years by my folxs to nave the help in.
to 8¢6 the Christmas tree and enjoy the feativitiag.

ATter the Ziving of the presents the sineing of Christmasg
carols followed in which all Joined. Then Ah Eat arein stepped out .
out &nd 8aid, "Now we go home. 4 thenkaee all Bossey man frierds
(o

200d timq and #glley Christmas." They filed out and the etripping

bl
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of tha Treo bogan and what a jolly time was had by all.
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So the Christimss Day wasz 5pant and wg 8lweys rocclvead from
tho Chinamen fing Presents. Thase Son would 8lip {rto the house, end
the older ang Principsal 8ervantyg pot Prasernts, but the big pift for
ine outsidse Tench hands was the vig fat hogo wiich made a real cele-
bration, for g Chinamen loves & pilece of roastag plg,

Durine the next thrae‘ysara 11 became mors ang mere 4iff4-
cult Lo sccommedate the prowins norulation of the Vi1la. Zach an-
ter ine resular FUABTS8 arrived ung had tee Bestl roou,., sugaged una
hundreds ned to ba turned HWEY. ‘DPhe ¥iller home ot Rivsrsida, whi ¢ch
today is the fumous Mission Inn; W8S exreriencineg the 8ame trine thet
Ly Tather was rolpe throush. He. “OC, had besn fnduesg te &dd roonms
o nis cwn heome te eccommodate tnog 8Yer-growing tourigt Lrave)
Lnroush the v&lléy. 'he Soutrern Pacific Railfoad hed completad
its line from San Francisco &N0 now the Haymond ana vhitcoms exCcuT~
8ions were teing Broupht Lo Los Anzeles whgrg they were put up in
thne locel hotels wng beoardine houseg. PeEgadens was gy the map stronge
lné onoe Indigna Colony'was blosaomine 1rto & real villape witih
churches, schocls, a2encrs) Storas, & Post offics and m&any nice
homes on the Burrount irgz farms.% V

ATOAY the new sarrivalg in tre valley war, Lne Al.er femily,

Lo~
lne brigric Yemily, the Craia family apng &t this tipe Abbot Zinn Ly,
& man who was to fizure in the future of Southern Californis in &
larze way, came to the Villa. He %as8 the President of the arérioan
Tobeacco Compeny. Hg wished to put up a tent on the Villa 2rourd g |
back of the house in the ducalyptus grove. This he did ang équipped

it with beantify] rugs and furnishinxa. de had s large sitt¢ng rcom

and bedrcom, teking his meals in the hotsl, but mogs important he




had 2 oolorod man, Sem, Tor s valot énd the firgt colorod man riy
bro ther snd I haa AVOT 86cn. He wag 8010 mystory, but he l1ixed us
and wa scon weres pals. 1o would cutl our heir ang nérs lics & sad
taloe. He hagd a pair of clippers snd one day my brother wuq & 4t
Cucod nim to cut our hair. hen he Tinished we Wore dslivhted gngd
rushéd into gas Mother. T nan gae her expresyion of horror to this
ey és w6 droke into the room u.d shoutad guyp Jey., Sns Lhirsw up
L.6T nands and §xclaimed, whaut had hnppenuj.> As sha behgld the 1wo
0illiarg balls, resds of her promicing offsprings, her crieg celle g
TELBYr o 1hs roor and sne eried, "Look! i'hey wure rained. Sege
tlheir nair," and shs burst into Vears. jrather tried 1o comfort her
L0 8Urpress a lath, I can sas Ma now, §xXpleining we Would survivae
&0 the hair wcald'prow Cul arain, but thae 8hock of thyt 8isnt I can
plecture tnreugn 611 these J3urs.. |
Hell Mr.‘Kinney bournt a place that ap 016 hermit haa
Cwoned for Y8 LTr8 ., & may, by the name of Seymore, hs lived slons with
& dog; énd this doz could opén the door and woy 1g 20 10 a naj)l,
taxe down the fryine bPan &nd slide it op the Stove, prevarine tha
Ginnér, and he 8l 80 would come to tur chickern housq and pull off g
lath, enter &nd help himeelf tc a chicken, This piace #r. Kinnaey
developed. He built & fine home 8nd in 11me broaupght nig bride ung
raised a bigp family.
Dirsctly bvsek of the villsg Property liveg Kr. Job Lavisg
&nd Catimsrira, hig adopted deught er, He went into the tobacco ougi-
ness with a Mr. Biglew and they marnufactured clraretteg, I think Mr.,
Kenney was interested too. “he businssg ran on for goms Yeéars thaen

¥r. J. §.

Wl 4

Vosbure from New York end hig brother, J, O.'Vosburq,
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Thon enotnsr dSvilopment Shartad at thig tima. wr., x. C.
Carter, who hag 30ttled near Llhembra 1n the late Boverntiag,
b0uRnt the progent 81to of Sierys Kadro villaps and 8tarted thig
town, levinz out the stresots ang dividing 11t up into €ity lotg.
58 built & fine home tn tho site OV6rlooxing the vailsy and thia
“aé called Carter dirher ang Kianey hag cal led nig placs Kinney,
Lower,

Al this tims the Raymoné wngd shittier People decicded 1o
tuilé & hotel L0 sccommodate their own §xcuresl ons Prom ire Zaat |
ceming ners ané thay put Up lhe woll ELiOwWlio b6 Tamous hetal

o — F VR oo 2 2
Jaymond in JG8u8cona.

dith 811 thig Hetivity poine on'and pecple comine in

¢ the vallay, my rather ang irand Tuthe v decided to incresses the

St

recwms con tha villa, so they nuilt on iy mere roomy, placing
‘e wines on Lhe aﬁd with the tower opn It and slilaratng tns .84 ne
L7 oroom. By addine a1} the ce¢ rooms {t M6 ant vulhor had to nave
& manérer to run the hctel in "éPular hotel 8lyle. ,his crnange
W8 Just what f&ther felt would spoil tha ré sl success ol the
netel, by tekine away 1ts homs atmosphere, thet oenig) 1ife that
&11 liked g¢ we ],
4hen Haymond oxXcursions weald b pge 68 many asg foyur

rurdred at g 116 to Southern Celjfornia, they would leave Log
Al 6les ip telly-hos, hacks, burzies sng tisses for the Villa
w26re lunch wgg Seérved. ‘''hen they wenld drive to Baldwin’'s
rancn, vigit the raecine stableg gng the winery. Next to Lo J.
- Rose's place, hsre more racine stubles and ancthsr bie winery

= W

3 3, -
. lospscted. Leaving here they went to Shorbs winery

S«
&né down to the old Sen adbriel church, with its o0ld Mexican



Ay S
on

=g
(o]
jo
@]
C
9
r3
o0
]
)

¢ oba

£
{7

duibes SR i e el ALY L ”
aly wowld toalre the aiélly #Feoaz

1o

Vg zas v t
clel 1o Loz Lnx

O
&)

Tho hotol wao soon full to over-flowing end among the
guscio was o Dr. Eurry, s wo2lthy mex who had brought nio trainod
nurso arxd his valot, hig cocchmen end t2lly-ho ard four horsca,
¢ was an Episcopalisn snd on Sundsy mornings would load up tho_
ccach and chergs one dollar for each pessonger and thig mo NGy
waB used to buy the orzan for tho Church of the Savior. Ho also
éid a lot or the Siorra XNadre Church, wiving the altsr to that
church. Then hs married his nursd and bourht the first plece of
propsrty from the crizinal five hundred acrss of Fha Yilla. This
was onoe of the five points ovérlooking Pasadena. 'Then we sold thg
nsxt point te & Mr. #hitening, who so0ld in later yeara to a ur.
E¥alloge, and he 80ld to another men of the seme neme but no rela-
tion. |

At this tims Mr. HSostings, with hisg son, Charles, just
ny age, and dasughter, Zlizeabeth, & girl of ten, camo with their
gurt, Mrs. Telmon, Trom New York City. Ho was comina for his
health emd they Btayod at the Villa for two Years, then bought
the Hastinas ranch whera his son lives and 8t111 cwns the placa.

It was in tho summer of 1888 that another arrival came °
to the family, my sister, Anita Jonnio came to bless our home .
Thore was a obristening perty amd a trip to the Church of the
Savior once morae,

In spite of the modern Raymond Hotel and others that
sprang up in the esrly eighties around Pasadena, the o0ld Villa's

fcm@&enroad 8nd each year found the hotel filled to Gapaocity, but

Ly ﬁaﬁpér did not like the 1ife &8 he misnoecd the Boolabilityty

.
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0f the smallsry placo,'its nome &tmos phere and friernds. S0, &3 Tire
wcnt o1, no and Kother decided te #ive up their intsrest anéd ithen
Yather so0ld his to wy uncle, Willism G. Comawell, son of ny 2rand -
Yather, and he took over the run of the hotel =and on the mornina of
October Tourthn ws four bvoardsd the old'Quean 2t ten o'clock gt sSan
redro, oxactly ten vears to the day and hour ws hsg arrived.

~

The texino over of the place by iir. Coguwell and his Wife,
&£lsc tao ¢aurhiars, cnsnved some of wee Bosigl 1ifd 6% the Pitim,
iney were both noted musicinra. “ney had botn 8nont muny veanrs in
Turope ori the concoert 31676 & sineine CpeTas . also fn lLew Torx

City. Than Mr. Corswell's hewlth broxs ané né csms Lo Celifora iéa

S0 1hey bécame interestad to vae musicel 1ifg of voth Los Ancsele

w

!

RCGELE ., wnhere soon the musicals of +he Y111
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wers a featurs of ths socie]l li+s.

Mr. Corswall conti-ued runnine thes notal vil) wie Jathar
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part o Al this dave ne s0ld arnd & YT, Lyman of Lew Yeorx Leck
over e plaocs and nhe was 2uihz to revolutionize 1t, sc ne houcht g

larze nserd of fins cow8, 8liso a piano for €very room in the placa

&.d Blarted other wild idsag when tha sstate ne repressnted stonped
nim and ne rented it to & Doctor for & senitarium. ‘

This place was run for f0me yeurs, lhen Thomas E. ailson
tourht the remsinine 8cres with the buildines 4n T8 Trom tEs Ly~
man éstate. He pulled down the hotel &and left only the 0ld original
house built when we first went theras.

Leter Nr, #ilson sold to a Mr, Jerry C. Hoekins in 1927.
ho hsld the place until 1921, when he had to eive 1t up and «ilson
took $t.Vhck. Durinz the time he owned 3t he ocat down 81l the

ol .
S .

Oranga . ;@ilamon tress in Tront and cloarad the land to put it on

-~



the market in troots of.fiva aarﬂé. I had a8 life time embition
Tulfilled at this time. I had dosired for yoars to égéuro onc of
the old orange treas’&nd have a cene mado from the hesrt of the
trunlt, which msekos a WOnderful,walkinz stick, 8o Ivgot ona of the. ‘
0ld trees, measuring twenty;two inches'in‘circumference;- I.had
aix canss turﬁed out and twelve pin trays.  The canes I Prasentegd
to the men memboers of the family and the pin trays to tha 1adias:.
“or souvenire of ihe old placs. | |

Another intersstine point i3 the-arr&n?emant that had
heéan made for the sals of ths'placa witﬁ rothiae left to do but

Rezers, when, un-

sign the papers tc pass into theé -hands of Wil:
Tortunetely, he was killed, as hse wanted it for nis polo field.

At this‘writinz Mr. Wilson ié now l!vinz in the old homs
end the final end will probadly be to sell.tha niace in tracts of
Tive gcres. B |

48 & Tinale to this history of the Villa, I will tell the
folibwing story to show while the old Villa, with its history naking.
days of Southern Ca;ifornia, has.passed, ite merories s8till eling to -
thosé who enjoyed its hospitslity in the colorful days of.romance.A

I was visitine lcnolulu some ten vesrs azc when, one day
in the lobby of the Youna Hotel, I was chatiing with an Znglishman
and he said: "So you are from Cslifornia. I have a very plsasant
memory of Southern Californis, but that was Mmany years égo before
your time thers, I presume."”" . |

| I 1ot him continu;.. "Y§ﬁ see In those days I was connect~

ed with the Bank of England and was sent o Southern California to

nag&ﬁﬁ ‘Te loans with the growing masiness Lutereats dnd large land

OWROTE st}

21t was 8 very attractive fiald fer. loans and I used to take



my wife end two daughters . e went cach yeer for saveral yoars
and spent tho Winter. Wa stopped st & hotel located up on 1ho
foothills back of Pasadené. It hes since been torn down and &ll
ie chan2ed. 3But the memorises of those ‘days will slways remain with
those who werse fortunate enouah to spend the winters in that hotol
it was called the Sierra Madre Ville and was run by & rentleman wno’
ran it fust a&s he would his ‘country home. “here were only »bout
LasliLy roomé urd the muests wers very{salect £nd umany of us came
year after ysar 10 gpend the viinter there, eastern finenclial ﬁen as
well &8 mussts from ~urope. Here we wou.d gatler aboutl &t Christmes
tima and I nevar ate Tiner fcod. The 0l¢ ¢enlleman was & wonderful
host, & Jolly man with a lOﬂP white beard snd 8now wnite hair. 1
‘cen see him sittihq in nis cffice in the evenines with & bunch of
us sitting ercund an opsn fire .place and he @ould he dr-ssed in san
elaboratse Chinese émokinz facket of smbroidarsd silk and & skull
cap with a tessel of allk. ke slways wore this outfit end it be-
camé him too. Je used to t611 yarns, and the one that could tell
the bigrest was to zel the priZe at the end of the seascn snd I re-
call he egot it. e gzave him aluashington hatchet. Thoas were won-
der™l daye ond this\placg, Wiﬂi 1ts fine hospitelity and the grand
view from the verandas ofzﬁhe:valley, will lone 1live in the memor{ee
of all of us who enjoyed 1it. But here, I will show vou the picture.”
" And he went to the table where therd wes & bo ok erowing”a
picture of the Villa. As he stood lookine at 1t 1 vaid, "Well, 1, 
em glad you did not roast the 0ld rentleman, who qu say so many<:
nice things sbout, for you sés he was my father."”

_Thus oloses the authentic history of the femous Sierra




